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the Deity and the Koran. And his view was maintained, not
only by heretics, but even by Almamun, who, though regarded
with suspicion as the introducer of Greek science into his court,
through translations, and a decided favourer of the cause of Ali,
was still, as Khalif, the authorized Commander of the faithful.
Determined to enforce the doctrine he had adopted, he ordered
his governor of Bagdad to convene the most distinguished theo-
logians. They were strictly questioned, but remained firm in
the received opinion, and one of them was no less a person
than Ebn Hanbal, the author of the fourth orthodox sect. He
was sent in chains with another leading character to Tarsus,
and only escaped capital punishment by the unexpected de-
cease of their persecutor. He afterwards died in consequence of
a severe scourging for his perseverance in this opinion, for the
brother and successor of Almamun, the Khalif Mestanser, and
his son Yathek, continued to persecute all who asserted the
eternity of the Koran. At length his son Motawakell, who
was as hostile as his immediate predecessors had been devoted
to the memory of Ali, suffered the dispute to die away;
and both parties ultimately acquiesced in the decision thus ex-
pressed by Algazali. The Koran is pronounced with the
tongue, written in books, and kept in the memory, and yet is
eternal, subsisting in the Divine essence, and not separate from
it. This court of inquiry is said to have been abolished, and
the discussion prohibited, in consequence of the happy reply to
the question by a venerable Sheikh, who, on being interrogated,
appealed to the silence of the prophet. " Was that silence," lie
asked, " the result of ignorance, or was , it from the wish of
concealing a mystery?" The judge's answer was, that the
prophet could not be supposed to be ignorant of the nature of
the holy book, but he did not think proper to reveal it. " What
right have you, then," returned the prisoner, " to make yourself
a judge of the question, by maintaining with fire and sword
a dogma on which he kept a respectful silence ?"

As Islam prevailed, and was established by the sword, none
ventured to question that, whether created or not, it was a
divine revelation. But at the opening of the prophet's career